
Taking the 
ice

into the 
classroom



Part Teacher





• K-12 Science teachers partner with field 
researchers in both the arctic and antarctic.

• 40+ teachers will participate during IPY.

• Managed by Arctic Research Consortium of 
the United States (ARCUS) and funded by 
NSF.



Core Components of PolarTREC

• Teacher participates in field research.

• Teacher conducts outreach before, during 
and after the field experience.

• Provides professional development for the 
teacher.
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Deployment
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Part Teacher

part Student Part Teacher
Topic Replies Created Last reply

Live from IPY with Kirk! 0 21 weeks 15 hours ago
by Janet Warburton n/a

Does the sun go down? 2 22 weeks 1 day ago
by Guest

12 weeks 1 day ago
by FAIR HAVEN STUDENT

anyone left at Mcmurdo Station 5 17 weeks 18 hours ago
by Guest

16 weeks 4 days ago
by Kirk Beckendorf

From Brooke 3-R 1 18 weeks 1 day ago
by Guest

18 weeks 10 hours ago
by Kirk Beckendorf

hi Mr. B from Sydney 3W 1 18 weeks 1 day ago
by Guest

18 weeks 10 hours ago
by Kirk Beckendorf

from Natalie 3-D 1 18 weeks 2 days ago
by Guest

18 weeks 10 hours ago
by Kirk Beckendorf

maddie 3R 1 18 weeks 2 days ago
by Guest

18 weeks 11 hours ago
by Kirk Beckendorf

how cold is it? 3 18 weeks 2 days ago
by Guest

18 weeks 11 hours ago
by Kirk Beckendorf

Hello Mr.B from Brooke 3-R 1 18 weeks 2 days ago
by Guest

18 weeks 11 hours ago
by Kirk Beckendorf

Hey Mr. B!!! 3 18 weeks 2 days ago
by Guest

18 weeks 11 hours ago
by Kirk Beckendorf

helllllo 1 18 weeks 2 days ago
by Guest

18 weeks 11 hours ago
by Kirk Beckendorf

Hey Kirk! 1 18 weeks 2 days ago
by Guest

18 weeks 11 hours ago
by Kirk Beckendorf



Teaching from The Ice
• Q and A Link- over 300 questions from 

students and others

• 30- Online Journal reports

• Live webinar
352 Students and 74 adults
10 states and 2 countries

• 9 podcast on NPR affiliate



POST Deployment

• Continued communication.

• Develop “real” lessons.

• Mentor gifted students.

• Co-authored papers for educators.

• Participation in conferences (science 
and/or education).



Impacts on students
• “… No, they weren’t in Antarctica, but as excited as 

they were you would have thought they’d visited there 
themselves.  I believe this experience sparked an 
interest in both Antarctica and our world …”

• “The mom of one of my students told me that learning 
about Antarctica and “talking” with you while you were 
there, was the best thing that happened to her in 3rd 
grade this year!”

• Reading your journal is soooooooo, soooooooo, 
sooooooo fun!!! 







•“I had comments from parents that they 
learned a lot from their kids by talking with 
them and from getting on the PolarTREC 
website themselves.”
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