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The past year has seen several developments with regards to meteorological satellites. This briefing will review the latest significant updates with regards to operational and research satellite platforms. Emphasis will be on the status of NOAA-N, availability of new satellite data streams at Wisconsin (FY-2C, Kalpana, etc.) and at McMurdo Station (new X-band satellite system), status of GIFTS, and considerations for GOES-R.  Additionally, a review of some recommendations to the National Research Council’s Decadal Study on satellite studies on solar sail/pole sitter satellites will be presented. Launch and current on-orbit status for US and other key satellites will be discussed as well.
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Figure 1 An Aqua satellite image from the McMurdo Station Direct Broadcast X-band satellite system with derived winds plotted on top (Courtesy of J. Key/NOAA/CIMSS).

