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2005/ 6  
Annual Relief 
Voyage to SANAE  

NEEDED  

Analyses/predictions : 

• winds and waves 

•  sea ice 

•  visibility 

•  precipitation 

•  shelf ice (waves) 

SANAE IV base at Vesleskarvet 
- waiting to be fed ! 



•  winds and waves 

•  sea ice 

•  visibility 

•  precipitation 

•  shelf ice 

Sea level pressure prognostics -> winds -> waves 
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“Furious fifties”……… 
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10 days later 
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Fast ice - ship beset  
(headed for Atka Bay  
Neumeyer Base) 

Last of the Cape wine…. 
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Heavy snow 
at Penguin 
Bukta. 

Flying  
suspended 
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“buoy run” 

S Thule Is 
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South Thule Island Jan ‘06– recent seismic activity – bathymetry !? 
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“Buoy deployment cruise” 

 - deployment of an ARGO float 
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Drifting weather buoy in the Weddell Sea gyre 
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Back at  
Penguin Bukta 
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ice 
ramp 
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NE swell – 
1 to 2m at 
Penguin 
Bukta ice 
ramp 

- collapse 
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Atka Bay ~ clear 

6 Feb 2006.   

NSIDC - MODIS 



Headed home (via Bouvet Is ?) 
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15 km 1-way 
AMPS model 
for Bouvet Is 
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Bouvet Is 
- AWS courtesy of  
Norwegian 
Polar Institute 
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Marion Island : additional voyages in support of 
new base building project 
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data in exchange for products : 
•  Voluntary Observing Ship (VOS) data 

•  Radiosonde data 

•  Drifting weather buoy (SVP-B) data 

•  Deployment of XBT’s, profiling floats 

•  etc 
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Thank you to : 

•  AMPS group at NCAR 

•  NCEP 

•  UKMO 

•  NSIDC 

•  NIC 

•  MEDS 

and many others 

Ian Hunter – SAWS – Boulder 13-15 June 2006 


